choose preparedness

Flood Preparedness:

P

Preparing for a Flood

Make a plan for your household, including your pets, so that you and your
family know what to do, where to go, and what you will need to protect
yourselves from flooding. Learn and practice evacuation routes, shelter
plans, and flash flood response. Gather supplies, including non-perishable
foods, cleaning supplies, and water for several days, in case you must leave
immediately or if services are cut off in your area.

If you are under a flood warning:

e Find safe shelter right away.
e Do not walk, swim or drive through flood waters. Turn Around, Don’t
Drown!
¢ Remember, just six inches of moving water can knock you down, and one
foot of moving water can sweep your vehicle away.
o Stay off bridges over fast-moving water.
e Depending on the type of flooding:
o Evacuate if told to do so.
o Move to higher ground or a higher floor.
o Stay where you are.

Staying Safe During a Flood:

Evacuate immediately, if told to evacuate. Never drive around
barricades. Local responders use them to safely direct traffic out of
flooded areas.

Listen to EAS, NOAA Weather Radio or local alerting systems for current
emergency information and instructions regarding flooding.

Do not walk, swim or drive through flood waters. Turn Around. Don’t
Drown!

Stay off bridges over fast-moving water. Fast-moving water can wash
bridges away without warning.

Stay inside your car if it is trapped in rapidly moving water. Get on the
roof if water is rising inside the car.

Get to the highest level if trapped in a building. Only get on the roof if
necessary and once there signhal for help. Do not climb into a closed attic
to avoid getting trapped by rising floodwater.

Staying Safe After a Flood:

e Pay attention to authorities for information and instructions. Return
home only when authorities say it is safe.

e Avoid driving except in emergencies.

 Be aware of the risk of electrocution. Do not touch electrical equipment if
it is wet or if you are standing in water. Turn off the electricity to prevent
electric shock if it is safe to do so.

e Avoid wading in floodwater, which can be contaminated and contain <
dangerous debris. Underground or downed power lines can also “ -
electrically charge the water.

e Use a generator or other gasoline-powered machinery ONLY outdoor
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and away from windows.




