BACKGROUND INFORMATION

What is HoCo by Design?

As Howard County's next General Plan update, HoCo By Design will be a visionary
document reflecting a process that encourages the community to think big about its
long-term future. Upon adoption, the General Plan will present official statements and
preferences toward growth, development, and conservation in the County and help
current and future leaders make decisions about regulations, requirements, ordinances,
and policies. While the General Plan provides a long-term 20 year vision for the future, its
implementation occurs in incremental steps over time, which will be outlined in the final
document.
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parton the
recommendations of the
General Plan. The
Planning Board reviews
capital budgets and
projects based on their
relationship to the
General Plan and the
impact they have on
growthin the County.

The General Plan establishes a clear policy
on how and where the County will develop
and grow as it adjusts to evolving
economic, environmental and social
conditions. Itis the basis forland use
decisions made by the Planning Board,
County Council, and Zoning Board and
informs County plans, policies, regulations
and budgets.
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Functional Plans (e.g., Walk
Howard and Bike Howard) and
Master Plans (e.g., Downtown
Columbia Master Plan) take a
deeper dive into specificissues
or geographies with guidance
from the General Plan and
further refine policies and
recommend more specific
implementation strategies.
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Note: The descriptions and roles have been simplified
for illustrative and educational purposes.
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https://data.howardcountymd.gov/InteractiveMap.html

Howard County Racial & Ethnic Composition
2010 vs. 2018
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Top Employers

Howard County Public School System
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Howard County Government alone to work in 2018 :
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