
 

HPC EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

EXEMPTION DETERMINATION FOR MINOR ALTERATIONS  
 

 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: PROPERTY INFORMATION: 

Brandon Morris 
3531 Sylvan Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

Property Address:  3531 Sylvan Lane, Ellicott City 

Minor Alteration Case Number: MA-20-22 

Property Information: Map 25, Parcel 246 

 

OWNER INFORMATION: HISTORIC DISTRICT INFORMATION 
Brandon Morris 
3531 Sylvan Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

Ellicott City Historic District 
 
Lawyers Hill Historic District 

 

PROPOSED WORK: 

The applicant proposes to make minor changes to work that was approved in HPC-18-65 (December 2018 and 
January 2019) to construct an addition and make corresponding exterior alterations. The current proposal 
makes slight changes to the approved plans, because there was a zoning setback issue that affected the 
approved design. The plans have been adjusted to comply with the 10-foot setback requirements. The plans 
submitted in the application show the approved and adjusted plans.  
 
The front elevation will be reduced in width and will be reduced to a single car garage (originally a two-car 
garage). The window over the garage doors will change to a paired window (from a triple window). The rear 
elevation will now contain one window on the second floor, centered over three first floor windows. Originally 
there were three windows spaced evenly over the first-floor windows.  
 
The applicant provided the following explanation of the minor changes:  
The building when originally approved was designed to a 6' setback from the property line. In our meeting 
with zoning and permitting the building needed to be at the 10' setback per code.  
 
The redesign was us choosing to lose 4' on the left side of the building (garage side) facing the front. This was 
the choice made instead of trying to go for an administrative adjustment. So the plot plan shows us losing 4' 
to comply with the proper setbacks. This forced the dormer above the garage to go from 3 windows to 2 to 
keep it architecturally correct. 
 
The elevation incorrectly shows roofing shingles on the revised shed dormer, instead of siding. The applicant 
noted that was to remain siding and not become roofing shingles and submitted an edited view of this 
elevation to correctly show siding.  
 

 

COMPLIANCE WITH GUIDELINES: 
The Executive Secretary has determined that the proposed work is considered a minor alteration and is 
consistent with the Guidelines as referenced below.  

The application still complies with Chapter 7 recommendations for New Construction: Additions, Porches and 
Outbuildings. The changes are minor and are intended to comply with zoning setbacks. The application 
complies with the Minor Alterations code 16.601(i)(7), “Minor changes to plans already approved by the 
Commission.” 
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Date Posted to HPC Website: Executive Secretary Signature 

 
 

 
 
               _______ 
Beth Burgess, Executive Secretary Date  
Historic Preservation Commission 
 

 
 
 

 

 
3531 Sylvan Lane, Ellicott City 

 Minor Alteration Determination  
 

AFTER 5 DAYS POSTING ON WEBSITE: 

Written Objection WAS NOT Received: Written Objection WAS Received: Date Issued: 

 No written objection was 
 received and the proposed 
 work was determined to be a 
 minor alteration, not requiring 
 Commission approval. 

  
 Yes, a written objection was 
 received.  A Certificate of Approval 
 is required. 

 
 

 

Executive Secretary Signature 

 
 
               _______ 
Beth Burgess, Executive Secretary                Date  
Historic Preservation Commission 
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Approved Plans  

Revised with 10’ setbacks  



Approved Plans 

Revised showing new garage 

and dormer window layout  
Note: The 
shed dormer
incorrectly 
shows roofing 
shingles. This 
will be siding.



 
Figure 1 - Corrected view of shed dormer to reflect siding instead of roofing shingles. 

 

 

 
Figure 2 – Current submission incorrectly shows roofing shingles instead of siding. 



From: Brandon Morris
To: Holmes, Samantha
Subject: Re: 3531 Sylvan Lane - Changes
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 11:50:55 AM

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or
attachments if you know the sender.]

Hi Samantha,

The shed dormer will remain the same with siding and an asphalt roof just like the approved
plans.

The architect must have not changed the layer to siding on the front elevation.

I am sending the side elevation in another email to show you it is remaining the same.

On Wed, Mar 25, 2020 at 9:55 AM Holmes, Samantha <sholmes@howardcountymd.gov>
wrote:

Hi Brandon,

Can you clarify this one design difference for us. The shed dormer on the approved plans
below, shown in red, was siding with an asphalt roof. But the revised plans, in yellow, just
shows asphalt roofing. Will that area be sided or is that changed to roof shingles?

 

mailto:blmorris86@gmail.com
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From: Brandon Morris <blmorris86@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 8:52 PM
To: Holmes, Samantha <sholmes@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: Re: 3531 Sylvan Lane - Changes

 

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or
attachments if you know the sender.]

 

That is correct nothing changed design wise from what was approved except for the the
window layout.

Thank you,

 

Brandon Morris

On Mar 23, 2020, at 7:34 PM, Holmes, Samantha
<sholmes@howardcountymd.gov> wrote:

﻿

Hi Brandon,

 

Thank you, that is very helpful. And that dormer remains a shed dormer,
correct?

 

mailto:blmorris86@gmail.com
mailto:sholmes@howardcountymd.gov
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Thanks,

Samantha

 

From: Brandon Morris <blmorris86@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2020 6:37 PM
To: Holmes, Samantha <sholmes@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: Re: 3531 Sylvan Lane - Changes

 

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click
on links or attachments if you know the sender.]

 

Hi Samantha,

 

The building when originally approved was designed to a 6' setback from the
property line. In our meeting with zoning and permitting the building needed to
be at the 10' setback per code. 

 

The redesign was us choosing to lose 4' on the left side of the building (garage
side) facing the front. This was the choice made instead of trying to go for an
administrative adjustment. So the plot plan shows us losing 4' to comply with
the proper setbacks. This forced the dormer above the garage to go from 3
windows to 2 to keep it architecturally correct.

 

I hope this helps and clarifies what you are looking for.

 

Let me know if you have any questions.

 

Thank you,

 

Brandon Morris
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