
 

HPC EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

EXEMPTION DETERMINATION FOR MINOR ALTERATIONS  
 

 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: PROPERTY INFORMATION: 

Steve Wachs c/o Patapsco Heritage Greenway 
PO Box 96 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

Property Address:  3748 Old Columbia Pike, Ellicott City 

Minor Alteration Case Number: MA-20-32 

Property Information: Map 25A, Parcel 126 

 

OWNER INFORMATION: HISTORIC DISTRICT INFORMATION 
Susan Duff 
PO Box 6171 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Ellicott City Historic District 
 
Lawyers Hill Historic District 

 

PROPOSED WORK: 

The Applicant proposes to install one flat mounted sign on the front of the building. The sign will be 16.5 inches 
high by 14.5 inches wide for a total of 1.66 square feet. The sign will be made from wood (solid white oak) and 
the colors will be epoxy fill and consist of blue and emerald green. The sign will be affixed to a hardwood 
bracket board, mounted into existing lead anchors in the building exterior (no additional holes or modifications 
to the building are required). The sign will be located to the right of the door (if looking at the building, 
between the door and window) above the mailbox. The sign will read on four lines:  

PA 
TAPS 
CO 

Heritage Greenway 
 

 

COMPLIANCE WITH GUIDELINES: 
The Executive Secretary has determined that the proposed work is considered a minor alteration and is 
consistent with the Guidelines as referenced below.  

Chapter 11: Signs 
1) Use simple, legible words and graphics. 
2) Keep letters to a minimum and the message brief and to the point. In many cases, symbols or 

illustrations that communicate the nature of the business can be used. 
3) Use a minimum number of colors, generally no more than three.  
4) Use historically appropriate materials such as wood or iron for signs and supporting hardware.  
5) In most cases, limit the area of signage to one-half square foot of sign area for each linear foot of 

primary street frontage, with a limit of eight square feet in area for any one sign. 

 

Date Posted to HPC Website: Executive Secretary Signature 

 
 

 
 
               _______ 
Beth Burgess, Executive Secretary Date  
Historic Preservation Commission 
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3748 Old Columbia Pike, Ellicott City 

 Minor Alteration Determination  
 

AFTER 5 DAYS POSTING ON WEBSITE: 

Written Objection WAS NOT Received: Written Objection WAS Received: Date Issued: 

 No written objection was 
 received and the proposed 
 work was determined to be a 
 minor alteration, not requiring 
 Commission approval. 

  
 Yes, a written objection was 
 received.  A Certificate of Approval 
 is required. 

 
 

 

Executive Secretary Signature 

 
 
               _______ 
Beth Burgess, Executive Secretary                Date  
Historic Preservation Commission 
 

 
 
cc: 3748 Old Columbia Pike File 
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