
PLANET BIDS AND 
DOING BUSINESS WITH 
HOWARD COUNTY
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE COUNTY’S E-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM



OUTSTANDING AGENCY ACCREDITATION 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD (OA4)

• Accredited by NIGP through June 2021

• Accreditation assesses achievement in areas such
as automation, e-commerce, cooperative
purchasing, audit, property management, and
standardization.

ACHIEVEMENT OF EXCELLENCE IN 

PURCHASING

• Received in 2020 for the 12th year in a row

• Awarded by the National Procurement Institute

• Demonstrates excellence in e-commerce,
innovation, professionalism, productivity, and
leadership.



PLANET BIDS

• In 2016, the County implemented an e-bidding system to simplify the 

bidding process for both vendors and buyers. 

• Self-registration is free and only takes a few minutes.

• Sign up to get notified of new bids in your field.

• Once registered, you can view and print the specs for any of our 

solicitations.



HOW TO FIND OUR WEBSITE

WWW.HOWARDCOUNTYMD.GOV/DEPARTMENTS/COUNTY-ADMINISTRATION/PURCHASING



REGISTERING IN PLANET BIDS



*Tip – Register more than one email address for the business, if possible.



Click the ADD button to select commodity/service codes pertaining to your business. These are the codes used by buyers 

to create solicitations in Planet Bids. 



Search keywords and when appropriate codes appear, select ‘Add’.  You can select up to 50 codes.



SEARCHING FOR BID OPPORTUNITIES











TELL ME MORE ABOUT DOING BUSINESS WITH THE 
COUNTY – WHAT DO YOU BUY?



• Maximize Competition

• Award to Lowest Responsive and Responsible Bidder on 

Competitive Sealed Bids

• Award to Best Value on Competitive Sealed Proposals

• Transparency in Public Procurement 

HOW WE DO BUSINESS



WHO WE BUY FOR

• COUNTY ADMINISTRATION

• COMMUNITY RESOURCES & SERVICES

• TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATIONS  

• FINANCE

• FIRE & RESCUE

• POLICE

• INSPECTION LICENSES & PERMITS

• PLANNING AND ZONING

• PUBLIC WORKS

• HEALTH

• OFFICE OF LAW

• CORRECTIONS

• RECREATION & PARKS

• BOARD OF ELECTIONS



• GOODS 

• SERVICES

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

• CONSTRUCTION (CAPITAL PROJECTS)

WHAT WE BUY



BID THRESHOLDS

• Small Purchases - up to $10,000

• Informal Bids - Between $10,001 and $29,999

• Formal Bids - $30,000 and above



• 10,000 or less: Departments purchase directly with p-cards

• $10,001 to $29,999: Informal Request for Quotes (RFQ)

• $30,000 and over: 

• Competitive Sealed Bids/Formal Invitation for Bid (IFB)

• Competitive Sealed Proposals/Formal Request for Proposals 

(RFP)

• Any Dollar Value: Cooperative  Procurement (Piggyback)

PROCUREMENT METHODS



COUNTY-SUPPORTED INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMS

• Local Business Initiative Program

• Created to support Howard County based businesses 

• Departments and Agencies are strongly encouraged to use these local businesses for 

small purchases

• Equal Business Opportunity Program

• Overall and subcontracting goals to support minority, women, and disabled-owned 

businesses

• The County regularly exceeds its EBO goals

• Veteran Owned Business Enterprise Program



WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS TO 
DOING BUSINESS WITH HOWARD COUNTY?

• Visit our website: 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/County-Administration/Purchasing/Contact-Us

• Register in Planet Bids to get notified about new solicitations.

• Reach out to our buyers for more information. 

• Learn more about our Local Business Initiative and our EBO Program. Use 

the website links to register for one or both, if they are applicable to your 

business. 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/County-Administration/Purchasing/Contact-Us


THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME TODAY

Any questions?


