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TO REGISTER

3 Adults (18 yrs +)
3 Adults (55 yrs +)
4 Camps
5

Howard County Residents:
Online registration starting February 6 at 6pm.
All other methods starting February 7.

Out-of-County Residents:
Online registration starting February 13 at 6pm.
All other methods starting February 14.

Financial assistance and payment plans available for Howard County residents. We also offer scholarships.

Call our registration line for more information!

‘-. www.howardcountymd.gov/RNC/programs
and www.howardcountymd.gov/RNC/camps

An online account is required and may take up to 48 hours to process.

(( 410-313-0400 (9am-5 pm, W-Sa;
Noon-5pm, Su) TTY: 410-313-4665

7120 Oakland Mills Road
Columbia, MD 21046

Ivl Howard County Recreation & Parks

Robinson Nature Center
6692 Cedar Lane, Columbia

(9am-5pm, W-Sa; Noon-5pm, Su)

410-313-4660

Refund Policy

We recognize that you may wish to withdraw for a variety of reasons, but our policy encourages early
decisions so as to not affect other customers or our ability to efficiently deliver the programs. At a
minimum, all refund requests are subject to a 20% administrative fee. Additional fees may be assessed

to recover costs associated with the program. Class programs require at least two weeks advance notice

of withdraw to avoid the additional fees. Trip refunds may reflect pre-paid admissions; but the option to
transfer your ticket may be considered. Competitive sport program time frame for refunds reflects planning
time and team selections; check refund details on website. There are no refunds for missed sessions.

Refunds for Camps - Full refund one month prior to camp start date; 50% refund between one month and
two weeks prior to camp; 25% the week prior to camp; no refunds the week of camp.
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Howard
County

RECREATION & PARKS

The Howard County Department of Recreation
& Parks is dedicated to providing outstanding
summer camps. To achieve this goal, we place
value on children by offering exciting camp
experiences with an emphasis on safety,
convenience and affordability. The Department
is committed to providing a superior level of
service while maintaining the highest level of
safety standards possible. All Howard County
Department of Recreation & Parks camps abide
by our camp standards. The standards include
the following:

« No peanut or nut products are allowed in camp.

- All staff hired have been through a criminal
background check.

- At least one camp staff member must be certified
in CPR and First Aid.

- Staff are knowledgeable and well-trained.

« All passenger van drivers have taken a van driving
training course.

« All camp directors are over 20 years old.

« Weekly fire and emergency drills are conducted.

« Camps maintain the established staffing ratios
appropriate for each camp.

« Safety procedures are followed through a daily
check-in and check-out of participants.

- Exceptional customer service is provided.

Parent, guardian or authorized person must

sign campers in & out each day and must show a
government or school-issued photo identification.
Written authorization must be provided if a camper
leaves early. Signatures are required (initials not
accepted) by a parent, guardian or authorized
family friend picking up a child early.

Robinson Nature Center - 410-313

Volunteer Opportunities

Gardening Get-Togethers at

Robinson Nature Center

Join us every Thursday and Saturday (weather-
dependent and excluding holidays) and venture into
the outdoors at Robinson Nature Center to tackle
various volunteer stewardship projects. Projects may
include planting native wildflowers, removing invasive
plants, maintaining native trees and shrubs, maintaining
trails, and cleaning up trash. Those under the age of 18
must be accompanied by an adult. Info: Brian Campbell,
410-313-0400 or bcampbell@howardcountymd.gov.
Allages  10am-noon Th &Sa (Weekly) ~ Free

Special Events

Wild for Water Day

Don't stay dry! Come join us for our biggest event of
the summer. Enjoy water games for the whole family.
Experiment with water in various forms. Create and race
homemade mini-boats. Participate in a river treasure
hunt or take a guided stroll in the stream. Meet live
aquatic creatures in the traveling “Fish Mobile”. Explore
the wonders of “snow”, ice and water in the “stages of
water” area for little ones. Food trucks on-site. On-site
parking is limited. Off-site parking with complimentary
shuttle available when parking lot fills. Registration/
Info: 410-313-0400.

$8 Robinson annual pass holders;

$10 general admission; Free under 3 yrs

RP4828.402 Allages Jul7 10am-4pm  Su

0 | 2019 Summer Camps & Programs




Enjoy Family Fridays Under the Dome with unique shows at the NatureSphere planetarium.

Astronomy & Planetarium

« Planetarium programs are held in the
NatureSphere, a digital planetarium and
dome-style movie theater.

« For planetarium shows, arrive 15 minutes prior
to the show time to be seated. Due to dark
conditions, we cannot seat you during the show.

- Sensory-friendly accommodations are available for
all planetarium programs upon request. To make
a request, contact the Robinson Nature Center no
later than one week in advance of the program.

« Previews of planetarium films:
www.howardcountymd.gov/
RNCNatureSphereFeatures.

- Listed by earliest start date.

« Fee is per person.

« Registration/Info: 410-313-0400.

Space Matters (55yrs+)
Juné6,Jul 11, Aug 1 - Page 7
Friday Late Nights

in the NatureSphere
Jun 7, Jul 5, Aug 2 - Page 7

Family Fridays Under the Dome
Treat your family to unique shows at the Robinson
Nature Center’s NatureSphere planetarium. Each
program features a full-dome movie preceded by a
family-friendly planetarium presentation. See below
for show dates, show times (including matinee shows
during the summer!), featured films and age
recommendations. No late seating.

$6 per ticket Evening Shows  6:30-7:30pm
Astronauts

RP4801.402 7yrs+ Jun7 6:30-7:30pm F
We Are Aliens

RP4801.404 5yrs+ Jul5  6:30-7:30pm F
Stars

RP4801.406 7yrs+ Aug2 6:30-7:30pm F
$3 per ticket w/ admission or annual pass

Matinee Shows  3:45-4:45pm

Astronauts

RP4801.401 7yrs+ Jun7  3:45-4:45pm F
We Are Aliens

RP4801.403 5yrs+ Jul5  3:45-4:45pm F
Stars

RP4801.405 7yrs+ Aug2 3:45-4:45pm F
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Our tiniest visitors and their parents enjoy sensory exploration at Babes in Backpacks.

Lil’ Stars (Parent/Child)

Let your little one discover outer space through views

of the stars and planets, stories, crafts and song. Give
your child a special nighttime experience during the day!
Each month we focus on a different theme — from the
colors of stars, to the stories behind a constellation, to
the seasonal changes in the sky. Pre-register to secure
your seats. No late seating.

3-8 yrs w/parent _$3 per ticket w/ admission or annual pass
NEW! Qur Sun
RP4802.410 Jun8
RP4802.411 Jun8
RP4802.412 Jun22  10-10:30am  Sa
RP4802.413 Jun22  11-11:30am  Sa
NEW! Magnificent Moons

RP4802.414  Jul6 10-10:30am  Sa
RP4802.415 Jul6 11-11:30am  Sa

10-10:30am  Sa
11-11:30am  Sa

RP4802.416 Jul20  10-10:30am  Sa
RP4802.417 Jul20  11-11:30am  Sa
Galaxies

RP4802.418 Aug3  10-10:30am  Sa
RP4802.419 Aug3  11-11:30am  Sa
RP4802.420 Aug17 10-10:30am  Sa
RP4802.421 Aug17 11-11:30am  Sa

Family & Parent/Child

- Programs in this section require an adult to
register with their child and accompany them
at all times.

- Unregistered siblings of age for a program or older
may not join their registered sibling in a program.

- Caregivers and children of the appropriate age are
welcome. Please note required adult/child ratios
for caregivers.

- Listed by earliest start date.

- Registration/Info: 410-313-0400.

Babes in Backpacks (Parent/Child)
This program provides our tiniest visitors the chance

to become familiar with the sights, sounds, smells and
textures of the great outdoors. Infants are exposed to
new experiences that will build their comfort level when
encountering unfamiliar objects and when spending
time outside. Families learn how to help their children
develop a familiarity with nature and encourage their
child’s sensory exploration from a young age. Enjoy a
short walk on unpaved trails (infants must be in a baby
backpack or carrier - trails are not stroller accessible).

No online registration.

1-13 months w/adult

$8 (1 child, 1 adult); $6 additional adult

Summer Edition
RP4872.401  Jun29

11am-noon  Sa

Testimonial: This was our first time out on a trail with our new baby, and it made us
realize how easy it can be, and how rewarding. Plus, we got to meet other new parents
that are going through some of the same things we are! - Babes in Backpacks participant
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Enjoy tea and snacks at Dapper Duck Tea Party.

NEW! Dapper Duck Tea Party

Are you feeling “ducky”? Join us to learn all about the
spring transformations of animals and plants, and follow
the story of an ugly duckling that becomes a very dapper
duck! Then, meet, sing and play with a very “quacktastic”
duck and his friend from Drama Learning Center!
Afterwards, sit and savor a full tea service by Sweet
Simplici-Tea tea room. Tea service includes tea, lemonade
and delightful treats just right for little fingers. Fee
includes program, materials, tea service, and gratuity.
All attendees (children and adults) must register
separately to attend. As this is a catered event, you

must register by May 15.

3yrs+ 527 per person

RP4865.303 May19 11am-1pm Su

RP4865.304 May19 2-4pm Su

NEW! Tech to Trail
Family Walk & Wade

Join Robinson Nature Center staff as we provide your
family with a wealth of tech resources for discovering
nature through your devices. Explore apps that help you
do everything from searching the amenities in Howard
County parks, to identifying plants and bird calls, to
reporting the water quality of your local stream. Trails
include both paved pathways and unsurfaced paths,
and a portion of this program will take place at the
river. Please wear shoes that can get a bit wet or bring
a change of shoes if you would like to participate in
activities down at the river.

5yrs+ $9, non-member; $7, Robinson member
RP4805.302 May26 2:30-4pm  Su

Discover nature through apps at Tech to Trails.

Sauntering Down
the Bluebird Trail

Spend a pleasant morning learning about bluebirds
by walking a Bluebird Box trail with Wes Earp of the
Howard County Bird Club and Robinson Nature Center
Naturalists. During this program, learn how to recognize
the nests of different “cavity-nesting” birds that use
bluebird boxes. During the mile walk, discover more
about the cycle of nest building, egg laying, and
fledglings, including how to age young chicks. Enjoy
examining Bluebird house construction and learning
how to place a box for optimum success. You must
preregister for this program.

7yrs+  Schooley Mill Park parking

lot at farm house (first lot, top of hill) %5

RP4805.461 Jun1 10am-noon Sa

NEW! Summer After Hours

at the Nature Center

It's a Friday summer night, and you want something
low key and fun to do with your family. Join us at the
Robinson Nature Center where we'll keep exhibits on
and the Discovery room, trails and Nature Place open
after-hours for you to explore during the evening.
Summer After Hour Events end at 9pm and parking lot
gates are locked promptly at 9:30pm. If interested in
seeing a planetarium show during this time, call ahead
to purchase tickets to our Family Friday or Late Night
Friday shows (pg7).

Allages $5, adult; $3, child; Free,

members and children under 3 yrs

RP4876.420 Jun7 6-9pm F
RP4876.421 Jul5 6-9pm F
RP4876.422 Aug2 6-9pm F
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Upcycle into art at Urban Pallet Paint Night.

NEW! Urban Pallet
Mother/Daughter Paint Night

Spend a fun evening together as you each create a crisp,
Instagram-worthy wood sign to decorate your room/
home. Meet the owner of the Urban Pallet Company
whose inspiring mission is to upcycle European shipping
pallets into meaningful art. Choose colors and finish
your pre-stenciled and washed pallet (approximately 15”
x 15”) into a masterpiece for your wall. As pallets must
be custom-stenciled before the event, you must register
and choose your pallet’s design by Sunday, June 2 to
attend. $25 material fee per person due at the event.
Apron, light snacks, paints and board provided!

Myrs+

RP4827.401 Jun7 7-9pm F  $40 (per person)

Is the class/activity you want full?
Put your name on the waiting list.
We often are able to accommodate
participants from the wait list as
summer plans change.

Play, race and make a splash at River Romps.

River Romps

Come celebrate summer by cooling off at the Nature
Center with activities down at the Middle Patuxent
River! By popular demand, we've added weekday sessions
in addition to our weekend offerings. Bring your own
non-perishable picnic, and join a Robinson Naturalist at
the river for lunch and fun, family-friendly river games.
Search the stream for big and small animals! Make boats
and race them downstream! Come dressed to get wet.
We wade in the river and recommend closed-toed water
shoes. Participants must check-in for program at front
desk. Participation is limited to 25 people per program.
Online registration not available; please call 410-313-
0400 to register.

Allages _ $6 per person, $25 (family of 5)

RP4876.411 Jun9  12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.412  Jun23  12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.413  Jun27  10:30am-12:30pm Th
RP4876.414  Jul18  10:30am-12:30pm  Th
RP4876.415 Jul21  12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.416  Aug11 12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.417 Aug22 10:30am-12:30pm Th
RP4876.418  Aug25 12:30-2:30pm Su
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Ease stress at our Peaceful Mind Walk.

Adults (18 yrs +)

« For 21 yrs+ events at which alcohol will be served,
participants must bring a photo ID.
- Listed by earliest start date.

Friday Late Nights

in the NatureSphere

Treat your partner or friends to a unique Friday night
experience of top notch astronomy and entertainment
at the Robinson Nature Center. This program is held

in the Naturesphere planetarium and features a full-
dome movie preceded by an adult-level planetarium
presentation about current happenings in our night sky
and space science. No late seating for the planetarium.
18yrs+ 6
We Are Stars
RP4800.401
Black Holes
RP4800.402 Jul5 89pm F
Wildest Weather in the Solar System
RP4800.403 Aug2 8-9m F

Jun7 89%m F

Ladies Night Out Hikes

Come join other nature-loving gals on Friday night
adventures. Immerse yourself in the great outdoors.
Enjoy an hour-long guided hike with the Center’s Natu-
ralists. Learn about fascinating seasonal flora, fauna,
and history. After the sun sets, settle down to a cozy
campfire with smores and socializing.

18yrs+ %10 per person

Summer’s Here Hike & Campfire Social

RP4883.401 Jun21 8-10pm Fr

Adults (55 yrs +)

- See additional activities in the
Adults (18 yrs +) section.

- If you would like this Guide in a larger font,
contact Susan Potts, 410-313-4628.

Space Matters

Join us one Thursday a month in our planetarium to
discover what lies beyond our planet! Each program
features a presentation about current happenings in the
sky and recent developments in space science. Some
presentations are complemented with a half-hour movie
projected in 360° on the planetarium’s domed ceiling or
with hands-on demonstrations. Please note we require
attendees to check in and be seated 15 minutes prior

to the show. Due to dark conditions, we cannot safely
accommodate late seating.

55yrs+ 2:30-3:45pm _Th  $9

Theme: Life Cycle of Stars

RP4804.402 June6  Weare Stars
Theme: Fate of the Cosmos
RP4804.403  July 11 Black Holes

Theme: Atmospheres on Other Planet

RP4804.404 Aug1  Wildest Weather in the Universe

*If you are interested in attending this program, but not of
age, please call the Nature Center at 410-313-0400.

NEW! Peaceful Mind Walk

Research shows that both mindfulness and time in
nature can help ease stress and provide contentment.
Bring your busy mind peace by learning various
mindfulness techniques along a guided nature walk
at the Robinson Nature Center. Trails include both
paved pathways and unsurfaced paths.

55yrs+  $9 per person

RP4805.313 May25 9-10:30am
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Camps

- Camps listed by age first and date second.

« For more comprehensive nature camp information,
visit www.howardcountymd.gov/nature.

- To reduce paper waste, detailed information and
camp participant forms are e-mailed to registrants
approximately two weeks prior to the start of each
camp session. You may request a paper copy of the
forms be mailed by calling 410-313-0400.

« Special accommodations are available but not
guaranteed. Requests must be made at least
two weeks in advance.

« Camps are held rain or shine; schedule subject
to change.

« Refunds for Nature Camps - Full refund one month
prior to camp start date; 50% refund between one
month and two weeks prior to camp; 25% the week
prior to camp; no refunds the week of camp.

- All-day camps: bring a non-perishable, nut-free
lunch and beverage. Half-day camps: bring a
non-perishable, nut-free snack and beverage.

« Registration/Info: 410-313-0400.

Lil"Acorns Mini-Camp

(Parent/Child) flickr

Parents and grandparents, delight in the opportunity
to share nature with your youngster in these guided
mini-camp experiences. Camps focus on one-on-one
interaction with your youngster, and include puppet
shows, crafts and song. Join us for our In, Around &
Under the Water session to discover the wonders of
rivers and streams. Explore clouds, birds and butterflies
in our High in the Sky session. Investigate outer space in
our new Stars and Stories session and delight in winter
wonders during our new Winter in Summer session.

2-3yrsw/parent  Days:3 W-F

High in the Sky

RP4817.401 Jun5  9:30-11:30am  $65
NEW! Winter in Summer

RP4817.402 Jun5  9:30-11:30am  $65
RP4817.405 Jul10  9:30-11:30am  $65

In, Around and Under Water

RP4817.403 Jun12  9:30-11:30am  $65
NEW! Stars and Stories

RP4817.404 Jun19 9:30-11:30am %65
RP4817.406 Aug28 9:30-11:30am  $65

Discover the natural world with Lil’ Pine Cones.

Lil'Pine Cones Mini-Camp flickr
LilPine Cones (4-5 yr olds) are ready to make new
discoveries exploring the natural world without mom
or dad. These mini-camps include short trail walks,
crafts and games to encourage nature exploration.
Go on an excavation and encounter live reptiles in our
new Dinosaur Explorers session. Meet live creatures and
discover where and how they live during our Amazing
Animals session. Enjoy the planetarium and explore
the moon, planets and stars in our new Outer Space
Adventures session.

4-5yrs  Days:3  W-F

Amazing Animals

RP4818.401 Jun12 9am-noon $85

RP4818.404 Jul24  9am-noon  $85

NEW! Dinosaur Explorers

RP4818.402 Jun19 9am-noon $85

RP4818.405 Aug21 9am-noon  $85

NEW! Outer Space Adventures

RP4818.403 Jun26 9am-noon 85

RP4818.406 Aug28 9am-noon  $85

Both my boys have loved going to camp at Robinson. We are very impressed with all they
come home having learned! Thank you for being such a positive part of the community!

- Jennifer Hermann
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Nature Extravaganza Camp is filled with fun!

Nature Extravaganza Camp flickr
Fill your summer days with a nature smorgashord! This
full-day camp is jam-packed with fun. Meet reptiles,
amphibians, birds of prey and aquatic creatures during
live animal encounters. Discover the best way to search
for wildlife outdoors by studying the signs that animals
leave behind. Enjoy movies about outer space in our
planetarium. Trek down to the river to search for creatures
and play in the cool waters of the Middle Patuxent. Bring
a towel, a bathing suit, closed-toe water shoes, and a
change of clothes and shoes. Children must be able to
change their own clothes.

6-8yrs Days:3

RP4866.401 Jun26  9am-3pm W-F  $149
RP4866.402 Jul24  9am-3pm  W-F  $149
RP4866.403 Aug7  9am-3pm W-F  $149
RP4866.404 Aug2l 9am-3pm W-F  $149

River Explorers Mini-Camp flickr
Some words of advice on a hot summer day: don't stay
dry! Join us for fun times in these popular, half-day
adventures splashing through the Middle Patuxent River
at Robinson Nature Center. We investigate streams, look
for frogs and other river critters, create river crafts, and
play in the water. Bring a towel, bathing suit, closed-toe
water shoes, and a change of clothes and shoes. Children
must be able to change their own clothes.

6-8yrs  Days:3

RP4819.401 Jun26  1-4:30pm W-F $89
RP4819.402 Jul10  1-4:30pm W-F $89
RP4819.403 Aug14  9am-12:30pm  W-F  $89
RP4819.404 Aug14  1-4:30pm W-F %89
RP4819.405 Aug21  1-4:30pm W-F $89

Have a water adventure with River Explorers.

Nature Go! Mini-Camp flickr
Pack your afternoons with fun on the go as you traverse
our trails and exhibits to explore nature through
scavenger hunts, group challenges, puzzles and
obstacles. Spend time in our Nature Place discovery
zone and meet some of our resident live animals. See
if your team can spot every item off our “I Spy Nature”
list, work together to get out of our nature “escape
room”and find the items hidden by other teams
during our final camp challenge hunt.

6-8yrs  Days:3
RP4820.401 Jul 24
RP4820.402  Aug?7

1-4:30pm  W-F  $89
1-4:30pm  W-F  $89

Sensory-Friendly Nature Explorers
NEW! Extended Experience flickr

In this exciting camp, children between the ages of 6
and 10 who benefit from therapeutic accommodations
explore nature and make new discoveries. An extended
experience on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings
over the course of two weeks allows children even more
chances to delight in nature’s wonder. Spend time at the
river, see live animals, create nature crafts, investigate
the woods with hands-on activities, play in our outdoor
Nature Place discovery zone and enjoy the wonders of
the night sky in the planetarium. This camp has limited
availability for 12 individuals with disabilities.

6-10yrs _ Days: 6

RP4818.410 Aug7 9am-noon W-F $199
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Dive into natural phenomena with Forces of
Nature Camp.

NEW! Nature Makers Camp

Are you creative? Come construct new creations and art
inspired by nature. Spend mornings exploring “maker”
materials and techniques including clay sculpting,
imprinting, weaving, mod podge, macramé and paper
craft. Each afternoon take part in challenges where you
dream up your own vision and make it into a reality. Take
afield trip on Thursday to the American Visionary Art
Museum for a special maker challenge. All materials for
projects and field trip/busing costs included in camp fee.
Campers, leave with a collection of maker creations and
choose from among your creations for a display in the
Nature Center during the month of August.

7-11yrs  Days:3

RP4849.401 Jul17  9am-4pm W-F  $189
RP4849.402 Jul31 9am-4pm W-F $189

Forces of Nature Camp flickr
Uncover what fuels nature in this awe-inspiring camp.
Discover the universe in our planetarium and the cosmic
forces in outer space while making your own comet.
(reate crystals in a dish and clouds in a bottle while
learning about the forces that make up our world using
virtual reality technology. Enjoy time playing in the
Middle Patuxent River, meet some of the Nature Center’s
resident animals and test your strength and abilities
against those different animals through fun games and
experiments. Special field trip to the Maryland Science
Center on Thursday (included in camp fee).

8-10yrs Days:3

RP4821.401 Jul17 9am-3pm W-F  $169
RP4821.402 Jul31 9am-3pm W-F  $169

Forge your own path at Trailblazers Camp.

Trailblazers Camp flickr

(alling all kids: It's time to blaze your own trail!

Follow in the footsteps of explorers, trailblazers and
conservationists by learning about their adventures
and practicing traditional skills using a new landscape.
Construct frames for different natural shelters and create
natural fiber crafts. Learn how to build, and safely start
afire. Cook a snack over an open campfire, and walk a
portion of the Middle Patuxent River. Navigate at night
using the stars in our planetarium and use modern-day
GPS units and compasses to find your way through a
forest obstacle course. We explore not only the great
outdoors, but friendship and teamwork, through
exciting agility games and team-building exercises.
8-11yrs Days:3

RP4823.401 Jul10  9am-3pm W-F  $155
RP4823.402 Aug14 9am-3pm W-F  $155

Is the camp you want full?

Put your name on the waiting list.
We often are able to accommodate
participants from the wait list as
summer plans change.
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Robviisain

NATURE CENTER

6692 Cedar Lane
Columbia, MD 21044
410-313-0400

Hours

Wednesday-Saturday: 9 AM-5 PM
Sunday: Noon-5 PM
Closed on Mondays & Tuesdays

Daily Admission
Adults: $5

Children (3-17 yrs): $3
Under 3: FREE

Kl Y flickr
Pinterest Ju,s’mgw

(@HOCOREC

ﬁ /ROBINSONNATURECENTER

Annual Passes

Annual pass holders are entitled to complimentary
general admission to Robinson, use of its trails,

a 10% discount in the gift shop and discounted
admission to certain programs. Annual passes
expire one year from date of purchase.

(NR) = Non-Resident of Howard County.

Senior (50 years +) $20/ %40 (NR)
Student (with school ID) $20/ %40 (NR)
Individual $25/550 (NR)
Family (household) $50/$100 (NR)

Add an additional $50 to any annual pass level to
enjoy Friends of Robinson Nature Center benefit.

Friends of Robinson Nature Center
Membership Levels

Friends of Robinson Nature Center memberships include
an annual pass to the nature center, as well as friends-
only benefits. For details, please call 410-313-0400.
Patron $175

Supporter  $250

Sustainer ~ $500

Lifetime  $1,000

www.howardcountymd.gov/RobinsonNatureCenter



