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Refund Policy

Refunds for Nature Camps: We recognize that you may wish to withdraw for a variety of reasons, but
our policy encourages early decisions so as to not affect other customers or our ability to efficiently
deliver the programs.

Refunds are issued as follows: Full refund one month prior to camp start date; 50% refund between
one month and two weeks prior to camp; 25% the week prior to camp; no refunds the week of camp.

Financial assistance and payment plans available for Howard County residents.

We also offer scholarships. For more information, call 410-313-7275.
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The Howard County Department of
Recreation & Parks is dedicated to providing
outstanding summer camps. To achieve this
goal, we place value on children by offering
exciting camp experiences with an emphasis
on safety, convenience and affordability.

The Department is committed to providing

a superior level of service while maintaining
the highest level of safety standards possible.
All Howard County Department of Recreation
& Parks camps abide by our camp standards.
The standards include the following:

« No peanut or nut products are allowed
in camp.

« All staff hired have been through a criminal
background check.

- At least one camp staff member must be
certified in CPR and First Aid.

- Staff are knowledgeable and well-trained.

- All passenger van drivers have taken a van
driving training course.

« All camp directors are over 20 years old.

+ Weekly fire and emergency drills are
conducted.

« Camps maintain the established staffing
ratios appropriate for each camp.

- Safety procedures are followed through a
daily check-in and check-out of participants.

- Exceptional customer service is provided.

Parent, guardian or authorized person must
sign campers in & out each day and must
show a government or school-issued photo
identification. Written authorization must be
provided if a camper leaves early. Signatures
are required (initials not accepted) by a
parent, guardian or authorized family friend
picking up a child early.

Volunteer
Opportunities

- Info: 410-313-0400

Gardening Get-Togethers at

Robinson Nature Center

Join us every Thursday and Saturday (weather-dependent
and excluding holidays) as we venture into the outdoors
at Robinson Nature Center to tackle various volunteer
stewardship projects. Projects may include planting
native wildflowers, removing invasive plants, caring for
native trees and shrubs, maintaining trails, and cleaning
up trash. Those under the age of 18 must be accompanied
by an adult.

Allages  10am-noon

Special Events

- Info: 410-313-0400

Th & Sa (Weekly)  Free

NEW! Ladies Summertime

Yoga Under the Stars

Join other incredible women and treat yourself to a
relaxing program in our planetarium! A collaboration
between Robinson Nature Center and the Retreat
Center of Maryland, you will discover the stories behind
summer constellations as you enjoy guided meditation
and gentle yoga stretches inspired by the stars. Please
wear comfortable clothing.
18yrs+  Robinson Nature Ctr
RP4883.805  Afternoon program
RP4883.806  Evening program

$20 per person
Jun6  2-4pm  Sa
Jun6  7-9pm Sa

Sensory-Friendly Sunday

This monthly event is designed for families with kids,
teens, and adults with sensory processing differences,
autism spectrum disorder, or developmental disabilities.
The center opens early, allowing visitors to enjoy a calm
environment to explore the exhibits, Discovery Room,
trails, and outdoor play area. Planetarium is open
between 11:30 am and noon. Sensory maps, sensory
backpacks and quiet areas available. While walk-ins are
welcome, we encourage you to reserve your space.
Registration/Info:
www.howardcountymd.gov/RNC/sensoryfriendlyvisit.
Allages S5, adult; $3, child;

Free, members and children under 3 yrs

RP4876.820 Jun14  11:30am-12:30pm  Su
RP4876.821 Jul26  11:30am-12:30pm  Su
RP4876.822 Aug23 11:30am-12:30pm  Su

Robinson Nature Center - 410-313-0400




Ladies Night Out -
Nature Night Hikes

Come join other nature-loving gals on Friday night
adventures. Immerse yourself in the great outdoors.
Enjoy an hour-long guided hike with the center’s
naturalists. Learn about fascinating seasonal flora,
fauna, and history. After the sun sets, settle down to a
cozy campfire with smores and socializing.

18yrs+  $10 per person

RP4883.801 Jun26 8-10pm F

Wild for Water Day

Don't stay dry! Join us for our biggest event of the
summer. Enjoy water games for the whole family.
Experiment with water in various forms. Create and race
homemade mini-boats. Participate in a river treasure
hunt or take a guided stroll in the stream. Meet live
aquatic creatures in the traveling “Fish Mobile.” Explore
the wonders of “snow,” ice and water in the “stages of
water” area for little ones. Food trucks on-site. On-site
parking is limited, off-site parking with complimentary
shuttle available when parking lot fills. Registration/
Info: 410-313-0400.

Allages  $8 Robinson annual pass holders; $10 general
admission; Free under 3 yrs

RP4828.802 Jul7 10am-4pm  Su

Astronomy &
Planetarium

« Planetarium programs are held in the Nature
Center’s digital planetarium and dome-style
movie theater.

- For planetarium shows, arrive 15 minutes prior
to the show time to be seated. Due to dark
conditions, we cannot seat you during the show.

- Sensory-friendly accommodations are available
for all planetarium programs upon request. To
make a request, contact the Robinson Nature
Center no later than one week in advance of the
program. Please also see our Sensory Sunday
program (pg 3).

« Previews of planetarium films:
www.howardcountymd.gov/
RNCNatureSphereFeatures.

- Listed by earliest start date.

« Fee is per person. Children must be accompanied
by a ticketed adult.

« Registration/Info: 410-313-0400.

Wild for Water Day testimonial:
“My daughter loved the river treasure hunt and walking in the river. She also loved the mist tent!
I thought the whole event was well planned and had a nice selection of interesting activities.
We also loved the thoughtfulness of the sensory-friendly break room. We can’t wait to come

back again next year!

17
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Lil’ Stars Astronomy Program

Family Fridays Under the Dome
Friday nights with your family should be stellar! Come
enjoy unique shows at the Robinson Nature Center’s
planetarium/dome movie theater. Each program
features a full-dome movie preceded by a family-
friendly planetarium presentation where you discover
what’s going on in the night sky each month. See
below for show dates, times, featured films and age
recommendations.

6:30-7:30pm__ 47 per ticket

We Are Aliens

RP4801.801 5yrs+ Jun5 F

Wildest Weather in the Universe

RP4801.802 7yrs+ Jul3 F

Titans of the Ice Age

RP4801.803 7yrs+ Aug7 F

Friday Evenings Under the Dome
Treat your partner or friends to a unique Friday night
experience of top-notch astronomy and entertainment
at the Robinson Nature Center. This program is held

in the Center’s planetarium/dome movie theater and
features a full-dome movie preceded by an adult-level
planetarium presentation about current happenings in
our night sky and space science. No late seating.
18yrs+ 8-9pm  $7 per ticket

RP4800.801  NEW! Galaxies Galore Jun5 F
RP4800.802  NEW!Rocks from Space Jul3 F
RP4800.803  NEW! Exploring our Solar System ~ Aug7 F

Space Matters (55 yrs +)
Jun11,Jul 9, Aug 13 Page 7

Lil’ Stars Astronomy Program

Let your little one discover outer space through views

of the stars and planets, stories, crafts and song. Give
your child a special nighttime experience during the day!
Each month we focus on a different theme — from the
colors of stars, to the stories behind a constellation, to
the seasonal changes in the sky. Pre-register to secure
your seats. No late seating.

3-8 yrs w/ parent 54 per ticket with admission or annual pass
NEW! Solar System
RP4802.801 Jun13
RP4802.802  Jun 13
RP4802.803  Jun27
RP4802.804  Jun27
Magnificent Moons
RP4802.805 Jul 11
RP4802.806 Jul 11
RP4802.807  Jul 25
RP4802.808  Jul 25
Dwarf Planets
RP4802.809 Aug1
RP4802.810  Aug1
RP4802.811  Aug 15
RP4802.812  Aug 15

10-10:30am  Sa
11-11:30am  Sa
10-10:30am  Sa
11-11:30am ~ Sa

10-10:30am  Sa
11-11:30am  Sa
10-10:30am  Sa
11-11:30am  Sa

10-10:30am  Sa
11-11:30am  Sa
10-10:30am  Sa
11-11:30am  Sa

Spring Break and Summer

Movies Under the Dome

Enjoy a half-hour, full-dome movie in Robinson Nature
Center’s planetarium each Friday morning at 11am
during the summer (6/19- 8/21/20).

Check our program calendar at
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/RNC/programs for
complete film schedule, show dates and times. Tickets
are $4 per person with general admission to the
Center or an annual pass.

Show dates: June 19 & 26, Jul 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31,
Aug 7, 14 and 21. Pre-register to secure your tickets.
Walk-in tickets sold if available. No late seating.

Add programs to your calendar by

going to our google calendar at
www.howardcountymd.gov/RNC/programs.

Robinson Nature Center - 410-313-0400




Family & Parent/Child

« Programs in this section require an adult to
register with their child and accompany them
at all times.

- Unregistered siblings of age for a program or older
may not join their registered sibling in a program.

- Caregivers and children of the appropriate age are
welcome. Please note required adult/child ratios
for caregivers.

- Listed by earliest start date.

« Registration/Info: 410-313-0400.

Summer After Hours

at the Nature Center

It's a Friday summer night, and you want something
low key and fun to do with your family. Come enjoy
the exhibits, Discovery Room, trails and Nature Place
after-hours at the Robinson Nature Center. Summer
After Hour Events end at 9pm and parking lot gates
are locked promptly at 9:30pm. If interested in seeing
a planetarium show during this time, call ahead to
purchase tickets to our Family Friday or Friday
evening shows.

Allages S5, adult; $3, child;
Free, members and children under 3 yrs
RP4876.820 Jun5 5-9pm F

RP4876.821 Jul3  5-9pm F
RP4876.822 Aug7 5-9pm F

Sensory-Friendly Sunday
Jun 14, Jul 26, Aug 23  Page 3

Lil Campers - Family Overnight
Camp Jun20-21 Page8

NEW! Toddler Time -

Outdoor Explorers

Let’s get outdoors! Similar to our indoor Toddler Time
program, tots investigate sights, smells, textures and
sounds of nature while in the great outdoors. We facili-
tate play activities for parents and toddlers. Dress for the
weather. Programs are outdoors and are cancelled with
refunds for extreme weather. Fee is for one child and one
adult. A 1:3 caregiver-to-child ratio is required.

1-2 % yrs with adult _10-10:45am

$5, annual pass holders; $7, nonmember

RP4871.811  How Does Your Garden Grow  Jun26  F
RP4871.812  Colors in Nature Jul24 F
RP4871.813  Water Wonders Aug28 F

River Romps

River Romps

Celebrate summer by cooling off at the nature center
with activities down at the Middle Patuxent River! Bring
your own non-perishable picnic and join a Robinson
naturalist at the river for lunch and fun, family-friendly
river games. Search for wildlife and construct mini-hoats
to race downstream! Come dressed to get wet. We wade
in the river and recommend closed-toed water shoes.
Participants must check-in for program at front desk.
Participation is limited to 25 people per program. Online
registration not available; please call 410-313-0400 to

register.

Allages  $6 per person

RP4876.811 Jun14  12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.812 Jun28  12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.813  Jul5 12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.814 Jul23  10:30am-12:30pm Th
RP4876.815 Jul26  12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.816 Aug2  12:30-2:30pm Su
RP4876.817 Aug6  10:30am-12:30pm Th
RP4876.818 Aug16  12:30-2:30pm Su

Wild for Water Day Jul 12 Page 5

6 www.howardcountymd.gov/RobinsonNatureCenter



Adults (18 yrs +)

« For 21 yrs + events at which alcohol will be served,
participants must bring a photo ID.
- Listed by earliest start date.

Friday Evenings Under the Dome
Jun5,Jul 3, Aug7 Page5

NEW! Ladies Summertime Yoga
Under the Stars Juné6 Page3

NEW! Pollinator Walk and

Local Honey Tasting

Join us to celebrate Pollinator Week! Hike to various
native plant gardens on the Nature Center’s property
and learn how to identify important local pollinators
and their host plants. Afterwards, enjoy speaking with

a panel of local beekeepers about how they keep bees,
health benefits and flavors of different varieties of honey
and the honey harvesting process. Sample a variety

of honeys. Honey for sale on-site. Please bring cash to
purchase.

18yrs +

RP4827.811 Jun20  10:30am-Noon Sa $15

Ladies Night Out - Nature
Night Hikes Jun26 Page4

NEW! Edible & Medicinal
Plant Walk & Tasting

Join Robinson Nature Center staff for a fun, informative
workshop focused on nature’s food and medicine. Enjoy
an hour-long hike along Robinson trails identifying and
collecting deliciously important plant species. Learn how
these species impact the environment, how they have
helped us throughout history and important regulations
related to foraging. Following the hike, sample and learn
how to prepare different teas. Enjoy a fresh foraged
salad made from nature’s grocery store.

18yrs+  Robinson Nature Ctr

RP4827.821 Jul18 10:30am-Noon Sa $15

Invite your friends! (Share our
events through Facebook.)

n /ROBINSONNATURECENTER

NEW! Pollinator Walk and Local Honey Tasting

Adults (55 yrs +)

- See additional activities in the Adults
(18 yrs +) section.

« If you would like this Guide in a larger font,
contact Susan Potts, 410-313-4628.

Space Matters

Join us one Thursday a month in our planetarium to
discover what lies beyond our planet! Each program
features a presentation about current happenings in the
sky and recent developments in space science. Some
presentations are complemented with a half-hour movie
projected in 360° on the planetarium’s domed ceiling or
with hands-on demonstrations. Please note we require
attendees to check in and be seated 15 minutes prior

to the show. Due to dark conditions, we cannot safely
accommodate late seating.

55yrs+  2:30-3:45pm _Th  $9 per ticket

RP4804.801  NEW! Galaxies Galore Jun 11
RP4804.802  NEW! Rocks from Space Jul9
RP4804.803  NEW! Exploring Our Solar System Aug13

*If you are interested in attending this program,
but not of age, please call the Nature Center at
410-313-0400.

Robinson Nature Center - 410-313-0400




Camps

- Camps listed by age first and date second.

« For more comprehensive nature camp information,
visit www.howardcountymd.gov/nature.

- To reduce paper waste, detailed information and
camp participant forms are e-mailed to registrants
approximately two weeks prior to the start of each
camp session. You may request a paper copy of the
forms be mailed by calling 410-313-0400.

« Special accommodations are available but not
guaranteed. Requests must be made at least
two weeks in advance.

- Camps are held rain or shine; schedule subject
to change.

- Refunds for Nature Camps - Full refund one month
prior to camp start date; 50% refund between one
month and two weeks prior to camp; 25% the week
prior to camp; no refunds the week of camp.

« All-day camps: bring a non-perishable, nut-free
lunch and beverage. Half-day camps: bring a
non-perishable, nut-free snack and beverage.

« Registration/Info: 410-313-0400.

NEW! Lil'Campers -

Overnight Family Camp

Are your little ones new to camping? Do you crave

more activities for your family’s camping trip? Robinson
Nature Center hosts an overnight family camp! Delight in
a puppet show, optional hikes at sunset and early dawn,
and a night sky planetarium show. Enjoy the exhibits
and trails after-hours and learn how to build the perfect
campfire. Enjoy games, roasting smores and cooking

a campfire breakfast. Select your camp-site when
registering.

Allages Days:2  $150
RP4818.850  Jun 20-21

6pm-10:30am  Sa-Su

To register for a class or event, visit
www.howardcountymd.gov/rap or
call 410-313-0400.

In-county online registration opens on
February 5 at 6pm for Howard County
residents. Out-of-county online
registration opens February 12 at 6pm.

Lil’ Acorns Mini-Camp

Lil"Acorns Mini-Camp
(Parent/Child) flickr

Parents/grandparents, delight in sharing nature with
your youngster during guided mini-camps. Enjoy
one-on-one interaction with your little one, puppet
shows, crafts, and song. Life Underground session:
Discover animals and other life below the Earth's surface.
Dynamic Dinosaurs session: Explore fossils, bones

and prehistoric habitats. New: How Does This Garden
Grow? session: Investigate native plant, vegetable and
green roof gardens.

2-3yrs  Days:3  W-F $70

RP4817.801  Life Underground Jun3
RP4817.802  Dynamic Dinosaurs Jun3
RP4817.803  How Does this Garden Grow? ~ Jun 10
RP4817.804  Dynamic Dinosaurs Jun17
RP4817.805  Life Underground Jul 29
RP4817.806  Dynamic Dinosaurs Aug 26
RP4817.807  How Does this Garden Grow?  Aug 26

8 www.howardcountymd.gov/RobinsonNatureCenter



Lil’ Pine Cones Mini-Camp

Lil’ Pine Cones Mini-Camp  flickr
Four & five-year-olds are ready to make new discoveries
without a parent. These three-day camps include short
trail walks, crafts, games, and nature exploration. Water
Wonders session: Meet aquatic animals and visit our
stream. Magic of the Forest session: “Track” mythical
forest creatures and explore the woods. New: My
Maryland session: Investigate the plants, animals and
habitats that make Maryland so great.

4-5yrs  Days:3  9am-noon  W-F  $91
RP4818.801  Water Wonders Jun 10
RP4818.802 Magic of the Forest ~ Jun 10
RP4818.803 My Maryland Jun17
RP4818.804  Water Wonders Jun17
RP4818.805 Magic of the Forest ~ Jun 24
RP4818.806 My Maryland Jul8
RP4818.807  Water Wonders Aug 19

NEW! 5-Day Sensory-Friendly

Nature Explorers flickr

Children who benefit from therapeutic accommodations
explore nature and make new discoveries. Spend

time at the river, see live animals, create nature crafts,
investigate the woods with hands-on activities, play in
our outdoor Nature Place discovery zone, and enjoy the
night sky in the planetarium. This camp is limited to 12
individuals requiring special accommodations.

6-11yrs  Days:5 $225

RP4818.810 Aug10 9:30am-12:30pm  M-F

NEW! Animal Heroes Camp

Learn how to be an animal hero! Meet reptiles,
ampbhibians, and birds during live animal encounters.
Take a trip to the National Aquarium. Learn and assist
with behind-the-scenes animal care and feeding. Meet
a wildlife rehabilitator and discover how they care for
sick and injured wildlife. Enjoy going down to our river,
playing outdoors and animal-inspired crafts and games.
Optional after-care available (RP4849, $72).

6-9yrs Days:4 Tu-F  $254
RP4848.801 Jun30  9am-3pm
RP4848.802 Jul21  9am-3pm

NEW! Nature Extravaganza Camp
flickr

This full-day camp is jam-packed with fun. Meet reptiles,
ampbhibians, birds of prey and aquatic creatures during
live animal encounters. Discover the best way to search
for wildlife outdoors by studying the signs that animals
leave behind. Enjoy movies about outer space in our
planetarium. Trek down to the river to search for crea-
tures and play in the cool waters of the Middle Patuxent.
Bring a towel, a bathing suit, and closed-toe water
shoes. Extended three day and five day sessions offered.

6-8yrs Days:3  $186
RP4866.801 July15  9am-4:30pm  W-F
RP4866.804 Aug19  9am-4:30pm  W-F
6-8yrs Days:5 $275
RP4850.801 Aug3  9am-3pm M-F

RP4850.802 Aug10  9am-3pm M-F

Robinson Nature Center - 410-313-0400




Nature Makers Camp

River Explorers Mini-Camp  flickr
On a hot, summer day, don't stay dry! Join us for half-
day adventures splashing through the Middle Patuxent
River. Investigate streams, look for frogs and river crit-
ters, create crafts, and play in the water. Bring a towel,
bathing suit, and closed-toe water shoes. Must be able
to change clothes independently.

6-8yrs Days:3 %95

RP4819.801 Jun24  1-4:30pm  W-F
RP4819.802 Jul8 1-4:30pm  W-F
RP4819.803 Jul29  1-4:30pm  W-F

RP4819.804 Aug19 1-430pm  W-F

NEW! Awesome Magnified Camp
Spend three days taking a closer look at nature’s tiniest
wonders. Use magnifying glasses, microscopes and
binoculars to carry out fun-filled investigations! Take
“micro-hikes” to search for small creatures, follow
natural clues observable with a magnifying glass to
complete a scavenger hunt, go bird-watching, explore
the river for tiny macroinvertebrates, and meet live
insects. Each day, explore, play games and create crafts
inspired by often overlooked creatures and objects.

7-10yrs  Days:3  $192
RP4828.801 Jun24  W-F
RP4828.802 July15  W-F

NEW! Nature’s Got Talent

Test your skills against lifeforms in the plant and animal
kingdoms during this 3-day challenge camp. Group
games, exploration and team investigations pit your
talents against the natural world. Learn new tricks from
a circus performer and discover animals with similar
gifts. Construct the best life-sized spider web, navigate
using an “odor map” like ants, and decode the move-
ments of your teammates to win our scavenger hunt
inspired by bees and nature.

7-10yrs  Days:3  $192

RP4867.801 Jul8  9am-4:30pm W-F

RP4867.802 Jul29  9am-4:30pm  W-F

Nature Makers Camp

Let nature inspire you! Using natural materials, explore
“maker” techniques including sculpting, imprinting,
weaving, mod podge, engineering, and paper crafting.
Enjoy maker-challenges, our Nature Place, trails, and
river. Field trip to the Port Discovery Children’s Museum
paint workshop. Display your creations in the Nature
Center. Fee includes supplies/trip. After-care available
(RP4849).

8-11yrs Days:4 $254
RP4847.801 Jun30  9am-3pm Tu-f
RP4847.802 Jul21  9am-3pm Tu-F

NEW! Expedition Challenge Camp
Do you have what it takes to chart new territory?
Traverse trails, compete in challenges, and train with
HC Park Rangers and Robinson Nature Center educators.
Experience nature like an early explorer did. Learn the
skills they used from edible plant ID, to fire and shelter-
building, star navigating (in our planetarium), and
compass use through a forest challenge course.

8-11yrs Days:5 $285

RP4850.811 Aug3  9am-3pm M-F

RP4850.812 Aug10 9am-3pm M-F

10 www.howardcountymd.gov/RobinsonNatureCenter
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Find Your Nicte

Become a skilled, volunteer team member
at the Robinson Nature Center!

IANEs & aNve 6692 Cedar Lane
UhlnS O  Columbia, MD 21044 Spark curiosity, make connections,
NATURE ( ENTER  410-313-0400 and inspire visitors of all ages.
Apply today to become a docent

or touch tank ambassador!
%‘w Howard County
[ N

RECREATION & PARKS Call 410-313-0400 or visit

www.howardcountymd.gov/rnc/getinvolved

www.howardcountymd.gov/RobinsonNatureCenter for an application.

Check out Howard County Recreation & Park’s

HERITAGE PROGRAM

Discover, learn and be inspired by past generations!

Vil o/
N g « Summer camps

calligraphy & blacksmithing

- Summer Shakespeare in the
Ruins performances

« Scout programs

« Hands-on archaeology and
living history field trips

- Rentals of historic properties for
weddings, birthday parties & events

INFORMATION
www.howardcountymd.gov/HistoricSites

Robinson Nature Center - 410-313-0400
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NATURE CENTER

6692 Cedar Lane
Columbia, MD 21044
410-313-0400

Hours

Wednesday-Saturday: 9 AM-5 PM
Sunday: Noon-5 PM
Closed on Mondays & Tuesdays

Daily Admission
Adults: $5

Children (3-17 yrs): $3
Under 3: FREE

K ¥ flickr
Pinterest Jusm%mm

@HOCOREC

n /ROBINSONNATURECENTER

Annual Passes

Annual pass holders are entitled to complimentary
general admission to Robinson, use of its trails,

a 10% discount in the gift shop and discounted
admission to certain programs. Annual passes
expire one year from date of purchase.

(NR) = Non-Resident of Howard County.

Senior (50 years +) $20/ %40 (NR)
Student (with school ID) $20/ %40 (NR)
Individual $25/550 (NR)
Family (household) $50/$100 (NR)

Add an additional $50 to any annual pass level to
enjoy Friends of Robinson Nature Center benefit.

Friends of Robinson Nature Center
Membership Levels

Friends of Robinson Nature Center memberships include
an annual pass to the nature center, as well as friends-
only benefits. For details, please call 410-313-0400.
Patron $175

Supporter  $250

Sustainer  $500

Lifetime  $1,000

www.howardcountymd.gov/RobinsonNatureCenter



