
 

Virtual Meeting  

MINUTES1  

Thursday, 21 January 2021 

ATTENDANCE:  

Members Present: Yolanda Sonnier, Alicia Altamirano, Stephen Liggett Creel, Andrew Heiliger, Rich 
Gibson, Jay Prager, Sara Cochran, Barb Walters, Leslie Lampieri, Lt. Eric Kruhm, John Eckard, John 
Steuernagle, Jackie Scott, Cheryl Mattis, Monica Krebs, Chief Lisa Myers, Lisa Davis, Mariam Imohi, 
Jessica Epps, Donna Bauer, Dina Ward, Sara Smoley and Andrea Nunez.  

Members Absent: Del Scruggs and Chuck Chandler.  

Special Guest(s): Dr. Calvin Ball, Jennifer Jones, Office of the County Executive 

Others in Attendance: Kathy Jordan, Leslie Petak, Susan Allen, Nick Weikel, Katie Dank, John Eckard 

MEETING SUMMARY: 

1. MEETING OPEN  

a. 1:30 pm; Yolanda Sonnier, Chair, Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination 
Council (HTPCC), opened the meeting by welcoming committee members.   

 Jackie Scott, DCRS, welcomed the council members and thanked them for their continued 
dedication to the work.   

Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County Executive, thanked the council for their dedication and reaffirmed 
his commitment to prioritizing the work to eradicate human trafficking in Howard County. He 
noted Human Trafficking knows no borders, especially within Howard County and the 
surrounding jurisdictions. He expressed that he was impressed with the team and their 
leadership as they have embraced the urgency of now.  

2. Establishment of Quorum 

a. The Roll was taken: Twenty-One Committee members were in attendance. Yolanda Sonnier 
declared the Committee was in quorum and brought the meeting to order. 

b. Yolanda Sonnier recognized the attendance of special guests: Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County 
Executive, and Ms. Jennifer Jones, Deputy Chief of Staff to the Howard County Executive. 

3. Consideration of Meeting Minutes 

a. Ms. Sonnier entered the 17 SEPTEMBER 2020 Committee minutes and opened for discussion. 
Andrew Heiliger motioned to accept the minutes as written and Stephen Liggett Creel seconded 
the motion. A voice vote of official members was taken and approved without opposition or 
abstentions. 



 
 

b. Ms. Sonnier entered the 19 NOVEMBER 2020 Committee minutes and opened for discussion. 
Monica Krebs motioned to accept the minutes as written and Lisa Davis seconded the motion. A 
voice vote of official members was taken and approved without opposition. Yolanda Sonnier 
abstained from the vote. 

4. Review of Recommendations from 2019 Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention 
Coordinating Council Report with: Howard County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball 

 Yolanda Sonnier, Chair, in partnership with council members, reviewed overall progress towards 
the 2019 Recommendations. (Please see attachment A.) 

 Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County Executive, thanked the council for their work and thoughtful 
presentation. Dr. Ball noted the importance of the collaboration among county agencies and  
expressed excitement to see the continuing work of the council.   

5. December- January Events and Old Business  

a. Policy and Legislation Committee Updates: Monica Krebs, Committee Chair, reported no updates 
as the committee has been unable to meet. The next committee meeting date is to be 
determined.  

b. Training, Outreach and Partnerships Committee Updates: Andrea Nunez, OHTP Manager, 
provided the report on behalf of Committee Chair, Rev. Del Scruggs. Ms. Nunez reported the 
status of the Human Trafficking Awareness Month Red Sand Initiative, noting that the video will 
be shared with council members to disseminate across agency channels as soon as it has been 
finalized.  

 Committee plans to organize and extend future Public Service Announcements has been tabled 
until the committee has been able to consult with Survivor Leaders.   

c. Real Estate Committee Updates: Andrea Nunez, OHTP Manager, provided the report on behalf of 
Committee Chair, Cassie Dorsey. The Committee has focused efforts to finalize a formal training 
for all Real Estate Professionals. Within the upcoming months, the committee will be submitting 
a final training outline to HCAR for approval.  

 Ms. Nunez noted the committee has made progress on creating an informational business card 
containing contact information for reporting suspected cases of Human Trafficking. 

 Ms. Nunez shared that the committee will be working on developing a flier in partnership with 
HopeWorks to standardize the affordable housing process for referring available properties.  

d. Medical Committee Updates: Leslie Lampieri, Committee Chair, reported that the hospital has 
been able to train approximately 70-80 nurse supervisors and above on issues surrounding 
Human Trafficking.  There is support to expand training for additional hospital staff.  



 
 

e. Office of Human Trafficking Prevention (OHTP) Update: Andrea Nunez, OHTP Manager, shared 
that she is currently working to update and formalize the OHTP website to make it easier to 
navigate.  

5. Announcements and Events of Importance 

a. February 26: Training Outreach and Partnerships Committee Meeting, 10:00am-11:00am.  
b. March 17: Real Estate Committee Meeting, 10:00am-11:30am. 
c. March 18: Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council Full Meeting, 1:00pm – 2:30pm. 
 
6. Additional Items for Discussion 

a. Sara Cochran inquired about the Bridges to Housing program. Mariam Imohi, HopeWorks, 
provided a brief program overview and information regarding HopeWorks partnership with the 
program.  

7. Next Coordination Council Meeting Date(s) 

a. The next meeting of the Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council will 
be held March 18, 2021. The meeting will be virtual.  

8. ADJOURNMENT:  

a. 2:32pm; Yolanda Sonnier closed the meeting and directed the Council to stand in adjournment 
until 18 March 2021.  

 

Minutes were drafted by: Briana Davis  

 
Yolanda Sonnier 

Chair 

 

  



 
 

Notes:  

1)  The meeting was conducted virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Attachments:  

A) Presentation: Review of Recommendations from 2019 Howard County Human Trafficking 
Prevention Coordinating Council Report. 

  



 
 

ATTACHMENT A 

Presentation:  

Review of Recommendations from 2019 Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordinating 
Council Report 

21 January 2021 

 

  



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


